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Ottawa Plan Commission

Meeting Minutes

February 7, 2011


TOWN OF OTTAWA
Plan Commission Meeting Minutes – February 7, 2011
Chairman Arrowood called the meeting of the Ottawa Plan Commission to order at 7:00 P.M.  Roll call attendance was taken and Commissioners Hanson, Ott, Franklin, and Hausser were present.  Commissioner Butler arrived immediately after roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kershek was absent and Supervisor Goodchild sat in for him.  Town Planner Scherer was present.
A representative from Badger Kart Club briefly discussed the club’s request for extended hours during four weekends in 2011.  He added that Badger Kart Club wants to maintain credibility with everyone.  Commissioner Franklin commented that he has seen Badger Kart Club and it is a fine operation.
Commissioner Franklin made a motion to approve Badger Kart Club’s schedule and request for extended hours.  Commissioner Ott seconded and the motion carried.

Planner Scherer said the county is revising the farmland preservation plan and it will be an appendix to the County’s Comprehensive Development Plan.  There is an upcoming public hearing and thus she advised having the Plan Commission and Town Board look at the map she displayed showing the areas that could be affected.  The Town has to agree to the unrefined area, and in 2012 there would be zoning changes in the affected areas.
Planner Scherer explained that if there is a comprehensive zoning change, there is no penalty to the landowner.  Some farmers opted out of the plan.
Supervisor Goodchild mentioned the original plan didn’t include unrefined areas.  The County came up with it if a group of farmers wanted it.  There is a penalty if a landowner gets out of farming in less than 15 years.

Commissioner Butler stated that penalty was $906 per acre in 2010 and was paid to the county, not the municipality.  Planner Scherer said that on March 1st of every year, the monies from penalties are forwarded to the state and then placed in a working lands trust fund.  The penalty only applies if agricultural land is zoned out of the farmland preservation plan.

Chairman Arrowood said he didn’t think a landowner should be forced into the plan and then have to pay a penalty to get out of it.

Commissioner Ott asked if a farmer died whether the next owner of the property would have to stay in the plan.  Planner Scherer said there would still be a penalty for leaving.  Commissioner Ott responded by saying landowners should be advised not to go into the plan.

Planner Scherer said if a property owner opts out of the plan, he or she can apply for a Conditional Use permit and still keep the property as agricultural land and have restrictions on the property and buildings. 

The Plan Commission looked at the list of zoning violations.  Commissioner Butler expressed some concern with an anonymous letter submitted regarding conditions inside a home.  Chairman Arrowood accepted the report as submitted.

Planner Scherer announced that Ed Schardt sent her an email in the middle of January to postpone anything on his land until the March plan commission meeting because he will be submitting other ideas.  Planner Scherer said in that case she will place his preliminary CSM on the March meeting agenda for denial.
Vulcan Lands, Inc. had their attorney contact Planner Scherer to request a change to their CU request.  This will be discussed at the March plan commission meeting.
Commissioner Hanson made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held on December 6, 2010.  Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.
Commissioner Ott made a motion to adjourn at 7:50 P.M.  Commissioner Franklin seconded.  The motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean M. Lyons

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa
