TOWN OF OTTAWA CEMETERY BOARD
Meeting Minutes – March 26, 2012
Chairman Scott Maule called the meeting to order.  Members Dick Arrowood and Carl Borgstrom and Superintendent Norm Hausser were present.
The Cemetery Board discussed the request of Lyle and Heidi Farrell for the Town to determine how many graves are available in Old Section Lot 52, which they inherited.  Norm Hausser said the lot was recently probed and nothing was found, but it is known at least two people are buried in the lot.  Carl Borgstrom said nothing was found due to old wooden caskets being used.

Chairman Maule stated that Deputy Clerk Jean Lyons spoke with Town Attorney John Macy and he recommended the Town not get involved in this issue.  Norm Hausser made a motion to deny the request of the Farrells for the Town to determine there are five graves remaining in Old Section Lot 52 and that any new burials must be to current standards.  Chairman Maule seconded and the motion carried.
Chairman Maule said re-selling of lots is permitted but the Town doesn’t issue new deeds.  The existing deed is passed over to the new owner.

Chairman Maule stated that Ruekert-Mielke determined they went over their bid for the cemetery software program by $1,940.  He thinks it is wrong that the engineering firm sent out a new invoice without consulting with the Town regarding the charges.  The initial price was high from the start.

Dick Arrowood suggested Chairman Maule and Deputy Clerk Lyons have a conference call with Thomas Tym from Ruekert-Mielke.  The program is currently useless and the price was firm but now has increased.

Chairman Maule said the Town should not buy back lots or transfer deeds but needs to be informed of any transfer of ownership.  Carl Borgstrom mentioned that some lot owners have given their graves and/or lots back to the Town because they don’t want them.
Dick Arrowood agreed the Town needs to be informed of ownership changes to lots.  He also said the rules and regulations needs to state how long the Town will hold lots and that there should be clean-up dates established to remove seasonal materials.

The rules and regulations were discussed and updated.

Dick Arrowood said he would speak with Dr. Flickinger regarding the cemetery survey discrepancies.

Dick Arrowood made a motion to adjourn, Norm Hausser seconded and it carried.
Jean Lyons, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa
