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Meeting Minutes

November 5, 2012


TOWN OF OTTAWA
Plan Commission Meeting Minutes—November 5, 2012
Chairman Arrowood called the Plan Commission meeting to order and roll call attendance was taken and Commissioners Mundschau, Franklin, Weber, and Hausser were present.  Commissioner Hanson was absent and Commissioner Kershek arrived shortly after roll call.  Planner Scherer from Waukesha County Parks and Land Use was present.
Planner Scherer summarized some of her revisions in her report for Vulcan Materials Company’s request to amend its Conditional Use Permit and the Site Plan/Plan of Operation for the Dousman Sand and Gravel Quarry.  She emphasized condition #7 regarding trucks leaving the property and stated condition #12 was completed.  Town Attorney John Macy and the attorney representing Vulcan agreed on revising conditions #4 and #22E and these revisions were distributed at the meeting.  Planner Scherer recommended adding language in the revision of condition #4 to include the Town Plan Commission and the Waukesha County Park and Planning Commission and adding language in the revision of condition #22E to include the Town Board in the last sentence.
Chairman Arrowood said he agreed with Planner Scherer’s suggestion on the revision of condition #4 but thought condition #22E should remain as Planner Scherer had written it in her report because otherwise minor changes would require the Petitioner to come back to the Town.  Commissioner Weber said she agreed with Chairman Arrowood.
Jill Downer, Mining Engineer for Vulcan, said the entire operation of the company is Vulcan Materials but there may be times for tax purposes or legal issues where the company may want to transfer or assign the Conditional Use permit to another entity within the company.  The company would like to avoid having to come back for permission to transfer it in the future.  She asked if monitoring wells were installed prior to mining below the water level whether or not that would be sufficient.
Planner Scherer said she thought the monitoring wells should be installed prior to mining and she wanted details submitted regarding these and Vulcan needs to have an agreement with its neighbors before any permits will be issued.
Vulcan presented a graph with two monitoring wells over a twenty year period showing the water table at very consistent levels.  Evaporation and precipitation cancel each other out.  The company wants to mine 80 feet below the water table but it is possible Vulcan may never get to mine to 80 feet below due to the amount of sand and clay present in the soil.

Commissioner Kershek made a motion to recommend to Waukesha County to approve the Conditional Use Permit to expand the quarry by permitting the Petitioner to mine up to 80 feet below the water table, and include Planner Scherer’s report and recommendations and the changes included in the email from the attorneys as modified by the Plan Commission.  Furthermore, Vulcan will be required to have the installation of the monitoring wells completed six months before the commencement of any mining below the water table.  Commissioner Mundschau seconded and it carried unanimously.

The Plan Commission looked at the list of zoning violations.  There was some discussion and Chairman Arrowood accepted the report as submitted.
There was no correspondence or public comment.  

Commissioner Franklin motioned to approve the minutes as amended from the public hearing and Plan Commission meeting held on September 10, 2012.  Commissioner Hausser seconded the motion and it carried.
Commissioner Kershek made a motion to adjourn at 8:20 P.M.  Commissioner Hausser seconded and the motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean M. Lyons

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa

