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Ottawa Plan Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 3, 2012


TOWN OF OTTAWA
Plan Commission Meeting Minutes—December 3, 2012
Chairman Arrowood called the Plan Commission meeting to order and roll call attendance was taken and Commissioners Mundschau, Franklin, Weber, Hanson, and Hausser were present.  Commissioner Kershek was absent at roll call and Supervisor Goodchild sat in for him.  Commissioner Kershek arrived shortly after roll call and took his seat.  Planner Scherer from Waukesha County Parks and Land Use was present.
Planner Scherer summarized her revisions in her report for the north parcel of the Final CSM/Necessary Waivers for PBS Ottawa, LLC, located at W354 S2963 Manor House Court, Oconomowoc.  All waivers that require action by the Town have been taken care of.  All development rights have been utilized for these two parcels.

Chairman Arrowood asked about the requirement of access points needing to be approved by the Town Building Inspector because he didn’t think it was a requirement in the past.  Planner Scherer said the Building Inspector issues culvert and driveway permits so he may need to have input.  She added that the conditions limit the number of access points so there aren’t so many driveways.

Commissioner Hanson made a motion to approve the Final CSM with the waivers previously granted and all of the conditions of Planner Scherer’s report.  Commissioner Franklin seconded and the motion carried.  Commissioner Kershek recused himself from the vote because he was involved in the purchase of the property.

Planner Scherer reviewed her changes for the south parcel of the Final CSM/Necessary Waivers for PBS Ottawa, LLC.  She recommended the Plan Commission table the matter because there are some outstanding issues that need to be resolved.
Commissioner Weber motioned to table the issue for future review until Planner Scherer’s comments and recommendations are resolved.  Commissioner Franklin seconded and the motion carried.  Commissioner Kershek abstained from voting again.

Planner Scherer reviewed her updates on the Final CSM and Necessary Waivers for Greg and Birget Watkins for their property located on C.T.H. C.  She stated the land transfer involving the petitioners and Mr. Dan Gaugert has not been completed yet and the CSM is contingent on that transfer being approved.  Planner Scherer recommended tabling this matter until the land transfer is finalized.
Commissioner Kershek recused himself from the matter due to his previous involvement.

Planner Scherer said the issue on item #3 in her report regarding the building envelope for Lot 4 encroaching into the 12% steep slopes requires a waiver from the Town and action should be taken because it is critical to the CSM.  Waukesha County Land Resources Division must review and approve storm water and erosion control plans.  She recommended waiving item #2 on the Town Engineer’s report.

Chairman Arrowood agreed with Planner Scherer on tabling the issue because there are several issues that need to be resolved. 
Commissioner Mundschau made a motion to table the matter until all of the items can be addressed, waiving item #3 on Planner Scherer’s report, and waiving item #2 on the Town Engineer’s report.  Commissioner Franklin seconded and the motion passed.

Planner Scherer went over her memorandum regarding conditions of the Conditional Use for Scott and Sue Maule, W377 S5351 Pretty Lake Road, Dousman.  The Conditional Use was approved by both the Town of Ottawa Plan Commission and the Waukesha County Park and Planning Commission, subject to twelve conditions.  One of the conditions requires an eight foot safety shelf around the pond.
Petitioner Scott Maule said his engineer stated that due to the soil being very sandy, a safety shelf was not recommended because it wouldn’t hold up and therefore it was not constructed.  The Petitioner does not want to rebuild the pond because it is already completed.  The deepest part is less than nine feet and the conditions allow a maximum depth of ten feet.  The pond is 100 feet long by 50 feet wide with a slope of 6:1 and is being used for recreational purposes.
Commissioner Kershek said he didn’t remember a safety shelf being an issue when the Conditional Use was first approved.  He asked the Petitioner why permits were not pulled.  Petitioner Maule said he doesn’t have an answer but his engineer only had one weekend available to do the work so the project was rushed.  Commissioner Kershek explained the Petitioner had until September 14, 2012, to complete the project and could have applied for permits after the engineer completed his work.

Commissioner Franklin asked if the Petitioner was creating problems for himself, both legally and with insurance, for not having the safety shelf.  Petitioner Maule said no.

Commissioner Weber said she is very disappointed that Petitioner Maule completed his project without permits because he knows better.  He knew what his conditions were and she doesn’t want to be his mother.  If the Town approves this pond without a safety shelf it has to do the same for everyone else and it’s unfair that Petitioner Maule put the Plan Commissioners in this position.  Petitioner Maule said he screwed up and does know better.  He doesn’t have a reason for why permits were not pulled but he doesn’t want to remove the pond now that it is completed in order to install a safety shelf.
Commissioner Kershek asked how much it would cost to install the shelf now and Petitioner Maule answered he does not know.  Commissioner Kershek recommended finding the answer.
Chairman Arrowood felt the 6:1 slope was very safe and the pond is shallow enough that there should not be a safety issue.  
Planner Scherer reiterated that a safety shelf is a requirement for all ponds.  The Plan Commission must decide if the Petitioner is to install the safety shelf in accordance with the approved plans or require the Petitioner to apply for a revised Conditional Use to eliminate the safety shelf from the plans.
Commissioner Kershek moved to permit Petitioner Maule to apply to the Plan Commission for a revised Conditional Use for approval of his pond without a safety shelf as long as the Petitioner can provide a letter from his engineer with the cost of installation and stating the shelf is impractical for his pond.  Commissioner Hausser seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
The Plan Commission looked at the list of zoning violations.  There was some discussion and Chairman Arrowood accepted the report as submitted.
There was no correspondence or public comment.  

Commissioner Hausser motioned to approve the minutes as amended from the Plan Commission meeting held on November 5, 2012.  Commissioner Weber seconded the motion and it carried.
Commissioner Franklin made a motion to adjourn at 8:30 P.M.  Commissioner Hanson seconded and the motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean M. Lyons

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa

