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OTTAWA TOWN BOARD
Meeting Minutes – May 13, 2013

In Chairman Arrowood’s absence, Supervisor Goodchild called the meeting of the Ottawa Town Board to order.  Roll call attendance was taken, and Town Supervisors Casper and Rupp were also present.  Supervisor Jones was absent.  

Supervisor Goodchild called the Town of Ottawa Board of Review to order.  Roll call attendance was previously taken.  Supervisor Rupp made a motion to adjourn the Board of Review to Thursday, June 13, 2013, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, at the Ottawa Town Hall.  Supervisor Casper seconded the motion, and it carried.  Supervisor Rupp made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried.

The Treasurer’s monthly activity report was reviewed.  Supervisor Goodchild accepted the report as presented.

The Building Inspector’s report was reviewed.  Supervisor Goodchild accepted the report as presented.

The Town Engineer’s report was reviewed.  Supervisor Goodchild explained a bit about the chip seal plus slurry seal processes that will be used for this year’s road maintenance projects.  Supervisor Goodchild then accepted the Engineer’s report as presented.

Assistant Fire Chief Bob Leonard was present, representing the Dousman Fire District.  He updated the Town Board on the District’s recent activities.  He said that they have been busy.  They currently have 70 members.  He reported that they had responded to a structure fire call the previous week, and everyone got out safely, and the house can be repaired.  

Assistant Fire Chief Leonard said that the Dousman Fire District would be involved in the Memorial Day celebration in Dousman.  Members will be engaged in a mass casualty drill on June 8, 2013.

Planner Scherer prepared a memorandum regarding the Igl CSM and request for waivers..  It said that on May 6, 2013, the Town Plan Commission recommended approval of five waivers.  Jim Siepmann was in attendance representing the Igl Family Farm LLC, requesting the following waivers for the Igl Preliminary CSM:
1. No more than 50% of the lot shall have slopes of 10% or greater.  A waiver may be necessary and has been requested.
2. The Town Land Division and Development Ordinance requires each lot to front or abut a public street for a distance of 40 feet.  A waiver of this requirement has been requested for Lot 1.
3. All lot lines shall be at right angles or radial to streets unless a waiver is granted.  A waiver has been requested.
4. Lot 2 may not contain 50% of the lot in the zoning district the building site is in as is required by Ordinance.  A waiver may be necessary and has been requested.
5. Utility easements, as required by the Town of Ottawa Land Division and Development Ordinance and the Town Engineer, shall be shown on the CSM, unless a waiver is granted.  Thus, a waiver has been requested.

Planner Scherer’s report also recommended the Town Board similarly approve these five waiver requests so a Revised Preliminary CSM can be prepared.

Supervisor Casper made a motion to approve the Preliminary CSM for the Igl Family Farm, LLC, with the five waivers listed above.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.

Supervisor Rupp made a motion to re-appoint both Warren Mundschau and Roger Franklin to three-year terms on the Ottawa Plan Commission.  Supervisor Casper seconded the motion and it carried.

Supervisor Casper made a motion to approve Resolution 5-13B – A Resolution in support of the land acquisition of the Men Lan property (300.24 acres) by the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for the Paradise Valley Addition to the Southern Unit of the Kettle Moraine State Forest.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.

Supervisor Rupp made a motion to approve Resolution 5-13C – a Resolution in support of the land acquisition of the Dean Kincaid Inc. property (1,343.79 acres) by the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for the Paradise Valley Addition to the Southern Unit of the Kettle Moraine State Forest.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried.

Proposed Resolution 5-13A – A Resolution to refund taxes due to palpable error regarding property owned by Perkins Wildlife Area, Inc, was discussed.  Town Clerk Melissa Klein explained that the Assessor brought an issue to her attention.  An error in assignment of ownership was made in the 2012 tax assessment for parcel number OTWT1601-997.  This parcel was erroneously assigned to Dean Kincaid, Inc. in 2012 when in fact it was owned by Perkins Wildlife Area, Inc. due to a County error in the plat maps.  Dean Kincaid, Inc. has paid the 2012 property tax bill in full as of 12/21/12 in the amount of $398.14.  Assessor Schultz recommended that the erroneous taxes paid by Dean Kincaid, Inc. be refunded by the authority of the Town of Ottawa.  Under Wisconsin State Statutes section 74.33, the Town Board has the ability to refund or rescind in whole or in part any general property tax if an arithmetic or similar error has occurred.  If the taxpayer has paid the full amount of the tax, then the Town Board may adopt a resolution to refund that portion of the taxes paid in error.  Supervisor Goodchild asked how the Town would get the money back if they reimbursed Dean Kincaid Inc.  Supervisor Rupp made a motion to table the approval of Resolution 5-13A until more information is received.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried.

Planner Scherer had prepared a memorandum for the Town Board regarding a request for waivers from the Pretty Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District (PLPRD) regarding their proposal to combine two parcels.  It said that on May 6, 2013, the Town Plan Commission recommended approval of the following waivers for the PLPRD’s Conceptual CSM.  The petitioner is requesting the waivers at this time as one of the requests is for a waiver of the Preliminary CSM as the PLPRD is simply combining two lots and the next submittal would then be the Final CSM.  Approval of this particular waiver would allow the District to proceed with the Final CSM.  The request for waivers is as follows:
1.  The District is requesting a waiver of the Preliminary CSM review as they are simply combining two lots.
2. Utility easements, as required by the Town of Ottawa Land Division and Development Ordinance and the Town Engineer, shall be shown on the CSM.  The Plan Commission has previously stated the utility easement information around Pretty Lake is old and can be difficult to locate.  Thus, a waiver has been requested.
3. No soil tests were submitted.  If there is no intent to further develop the site at this time, the Town may choose to waive the soil test requirement and have a note placed on the CSM indicating that the land may not be developed without soil tests being submitted and approved by the Town and the County, and further that the development be in compliance with all other ordinances in effect at the time of the development.  The Plan Commission granted a waiver of this requirement.
4. Since the PLPRD also owns Lot 1, CSM No. 9801, the Ordinance requires all contiguous area owned to be shown on the CSM unless waived.  A waiver has been requested.
5. The lot may not meet the lot width to depth ratio and therefore would require a waiver.  A waiver has been requested.

Supervisor Casper explained the history of these parcels.  The PLPRD has the ability to levy taxes, so they are able to afford the liability insurance and upkeep of the property.  The Pretty Lake Advancement Association is not.

Supervisor Rupp made a motion to approve the five waivers as listed above and approved by the Plan Commission for the PLPRD.  Supervisor Casper seconded the motion and it carried.

Under announcements, Supervisor Rupp said that she had received a phone call from a Town resident, asking if they could use a credit card to pay for their property taxes.  She understood that it could not be discussed at the meeting; she just wanted to bring it up.

There was no public comment.

Supervisor Casper made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held on April 8, 2013 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.

Supervisor Rupp made a motion to pay bills as listed in addition to payroll and associated checks for Lori Geyman and payment to Cardmember Services when the credit card statement arrives.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried.

Supervisor Casper made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.

Respectfully submitted, Melissa M. Klein, WCMC, Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa

This is a draft version of the minutes, subject to Town Board approval.





