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TOWN OF OTTAWA PLAN COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes – June 3, 2013

Chairman Arrowood called the Joint Public Hearing with the Town of Ottawa Plan Commission and a Staff Representative of the Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use to order at 6:30 P.M.  In attendance were Plan Commissioners Hauser, Hanson, Franklin, Mundschau, along with the Town Planner, Sandy Scherer.


Town Planner Sandy Scherer read the public hearing notice.  Wayne Schwister, W43 S36816 Laak Lane, Dousman, WI is requesting a Conditional Use and Site Plan/Plan of Operation for expansion of an in-law unit.

Wayne Schwister explained that the in-law unit was built in 2007.  He is thinking ahead for himself, as he plans to continue to live in the unit.  He would like the unit to be made handicapped accessible.  Chairman Arrowood stated that the unit is 796 sq. ft., and the addition would be 15’ x 21’ which adds 315 sq. ft. for a total of 1,111 sq. ft.  Waukesha County Zoning Code allows for 800 sq. ft.  Commissioner Franklin asked if there were other versions of his plan to remodel.   Planner Scherer responded that this was the only plan presented.  Wayne Schuster stated that this is his builders recommended plan.  Commissioner Franklin added that this is a substantial increase of square footage.  Planner Scherer informed the Commissioners of the approval that would also be needed from the Waukesha County Park and Planning Commission.  The additional square footage will also require the petitioner to request and receive approval of a variance from the Waukesha County Board of Adjustment (BOA) as the maximum square footage allowed by ordinance for an in law unit is 800 square feet and the petitioner is requesting 1,111 square feet.

Commissioner Hanson made a motion to close the public hearing.  Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion, and it carried.  Public Hearing closed.

Chairman Arrowood called the meeting of the Ottawa Plan Commission to order.  Roll call attendance was taken.  In addition to Commissioners Hausser, Hanson, Franklin and Mundschau being present, Town Supervisor Gary Goodchild was in attendance.  Commissioners Kershek and Weber were absent.

Planner Scherer read from her staff report and recommendations regarding a request from Wayne Schwister, W43 S36816 Laak Lane, Dousman, WI.  The requested use is to construct an addition to/remodel the existing in-law unit to include an expanded bathroom and bedroom, as well as an expanded basement level.
Commissioner Hanson asked if there is a reason for the 800 sq. ft. limit for an in law unit.  Planner Scherer stated this has been in place for over ten years, research was done regarding in-law units at the time and what was thought to be a fair size, as well as necessary rooms and needs as they are attached to a single family home.  Commissioner Goodchild asked about converting the unit back to a single family use.  Planner Scherer replied that it would need to be converted if not in use by a family member related by blood or marriage.  Any new owner would need new approval to use as an in-law unit.  If the house sold, an arrangement would need to be made between seller and buyer regarding conversion.

Commissioner Franklin asked Planner Scherer about any previous requests to increase square footage limits and how many have been previously denied.  Planner Scherer indicated that, as stated in her report, this would set precedence in the Town of Ottawa.  Chairman Arrowood stated we have followed the County’s ordinance, but questioned if it is time for a change.  Commissioner Hanson added that 800 sq. ft. may be arbitrary, especially in regards to handicap accessibility needs.  Planner Scherer added that increased limits have been granted by the BOA in other townships.  Commissioner Mundschau questioned if the 1,111 sq. ft. is above the limit that they would approve.  Commissioner Hauser added that the difference in this case is making it handicap accessible.    Chairman Arrowood pointed out that the main concern for the town is that the unit not be used for rental purposes in the future.  Wayne Schwister answered that it was for his own use, and his son is aware of the conditions imposed.

Commissioner Goodchild asked about the appearance/design of the house.  Planner Scherer responded that it is an L-shaped single family residence. 

Chairman Arrowood reminded them that the Waukesha County Park and Planning Commission and the Waukesha County Board of Adjustment were two more approvals needed regardless of the Town Plan Commission’s decision.

Commissioner Hauser made a motion to recommend approval of the CU and SP/PO based on Planner Scherer’s recommendations.  Commissioner Mundschau seconded.  Commissioner Franklin and Supervisor Goodchild were opposed.  The motion carried.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Planner Scherer read from her staff report and recommendations regarding the request for an unspecified Conditional Use and Site Plan/Plan of Operation for a tree service and property maintenance operation (Bark River Tree Service) for Doering/Wonoski S21W25990 Parry Road, Dousman, WI, and W359S2032 State Road 67, Dousman, WI  where some of the office operations are located in the Doering residence.  The petitioner would like to continue to utilize his accessory building as a staging and storage area for the business.   She stated that this business has been in operation 30 years, with 20 years at this location with no retail customers.   Planner Scherer clarified the number of employees involved in the business.  Planner Scherer shared exhibits and read her recommendations.  

Supervisor Goodchild asked why there were two dates listed for satisfying conditions listed by the Planner.    Planner Sherer stated that some things take longer to accomplish and that it is helpful to group items together.   Mr. Doering and Mr. Wonoski were informed that it is acceptable to ask for more time, within reason.  They would be looking to have it done before the end of summer.  They should contact Planner Scherer directly if an extension would be necessary.

Commissioner Hanson made a motion to recommend approval of the CU and SPPO based on the Planners conditions.  Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Planner Scherer read from her report and recommendations regarding Storm Fireworks request for temporary outdoor retail sale of Class “C” fireworks from a 20’ x 30’ tent to be located at W359 S1615 STH 67, Dousman, WI. This property is owned by Lee Bleecker.  This request is for June 19, 2013 for set-up with sales taking place June 20, 2013 through July 5, 2013.  Removal will take place July 6, 2013.  There were no prior complaints from 2012.

Lee Bleecker asked if it would be a problem to move the tent to the north, since he owns both properties.  Planner Scherer explained “no”, that ordinance requires that they maintain a 10 foot offset from common lot lines even if owned by the same property owner.   Supervisor Goodchild included that we can’t change that here. 

Commissioner Hauser made a motion to approve the SPPO request for Storm Fireworks to allow for the temporary outdoor retail sale of Class “C” fireworks from a 20’ x 30’ tent based on the Planners report.  Norm Hanson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

The next agenda item was regarding a Hobby Kennel Permit for Richard and Debra Nell
W346S3058 Holland Ct., Oconomowoc, WI.  Planner Scherer provided conditions of approval or possible reasons for denial. 

Chairman Arrowood stated that the dogs were not licensed since 2009.  The Nells received their Hobby Kennel Permit in 2008.  A member of the Nell family explained that one of the dogs passed away, so there was no longer a need for the Hobby Kennel license.  Town Clerk, Melissa Klein explained that the Hobby Kennel Permit they had was specific to three dogs by name and breed.  Conditions of approval for a hobby kennel require that the dogs be licensed and a fee of $10 be paid annually.  Currently, two of the dogs are the same, but one is new, so they needed a new Hobby Kennel Permit.

Planner Scherer said there is no need for Hobby Kennel Permit with only two dogs.  Now that there are three this would be a new permit.

The Nells listed their dogs as follows:
	Floyd – German Shorthair - Male
	Timber – Chesapeake Bay Retriever – Male
	Bear – Chocolate Lab – Male

Chairman Arrowood stated that this is for a brand new Hobby Kennel Permit, and that all dogs need to be licensed annually.  Town Clerk Melissa Klein explained that late fees will need to be paid as well and can be taken care of at the Ottawa Town Hall.

Supervisor Goodchild made a motion to approve the Nell Hobby Kennel Permit subject to conditions of approval.  Commissioner Hauser seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.

The list of zoning violations in Ottawa that are currently pending with Waukesha County was reviewed.

Information packets were passed out regarding Vulcan Materials Company Annual Report.  The Plan Commission will discuss it at the July meeting.

Commissioner Hanson made a motion to accept minutes from the meeting held on 5/6/13 as revised.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Goodchild and carried.


Supervisor Goodchild made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Franklin and carried.



Respectfully submitted,
Lori Geyman
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa



