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OTTAWA TOWN BOARD
Meeting Minutes – September 9, 2013

The meeting of the Ottawa Town Board was called to order by Chairman Arrowood.  Roll call attendance was taken, and Supervisors Goodchild, Casper, Rupp and Jones were all present.

Assistant Chief Bob Leonard was present representing the Dousman Fire District to give the Board members an update on their activities.  He said that they had responded to 124 calls in August.  At a recent golf outing, they raised $9,000.  Proceeds will be used to purchase paramedic supplies.

Assistant Chief Leonard said that they would be on stand-by at the North Face Endurance Challenge event that will take place on September 14 and 15 at Ottawa Lake.  They will also be ready for the Dousman Duathalon that will be run on September 15, 2013.   They will host their past member picnic on September 24, 2013, at the Dousman fire station.  They will submit their proposal to the State to provide paramedic services for the Dousman Fire District to the State  in the next few weeks.  They anticipate that they could go live by July 1, 2014.
Chairman Arrowood said that he reached out to the President of the Village of North Prairie again, but has gotten no response.  He would like to find out what they intend to charge us for EMS and fire protection in the future, as our current contract for services with them will expire on December 31, 2013.  Supervisor Goodchild suggested that the Board could see what it would cost to have the entire Town covered by the Dousman Fire District for EMS and fire protection services.  That number could be included in the proposed 2014 budget.  The Board will have to wait and see what happens with the Village of North Prairie.

Assistant Chief Leonard said that they currently have two part-time employees at station #1 in Dousman, and would like to include enough money in their 2014 budget to pay for two part-time employees to work at Station #2 in Oconomowoc.

Town Planner Sandy Scherer was present in case there were any questions regarding a request to transfer Vulcan Lands, Inc. quarry operation to Payne and Dolan, Inc. including all existing and pending Conditional Uses and Site Plan/Plans of Operation and the Restoration Agreement that was discussed at the Plan Commission meeting held earlier in the evening.  There were no questions.  Supervisor Jones made a motion to approve the transfer of ownership of the quarry operation including all existing and pending Conditional Uses and Site Plan/Plans of Operation and the Restoration Agreement from Vulcan Lands, Inc. to Payne and Dolan, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried.
Chairman Arrowood accepted the Treasurer’s monthly activity report as presented.

Chairman Arrowood accepted the Building Inspector’s monthly activity report as presented.

Discussion followed regarding the proposal to turn Pretty Lake Road, East Pretty Lake Road, West Pretty Lake Road and Cedar Circle into an ATV/UTV route.  This topic was discussed at the previous meeting.  Some questions about the sign postings needed to be clarified.  Supervisor Goodchild said that he thought it was ultimately the Town’s responsibility to have ATV/UTV route signs posted around the lake, although the Pretty Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District (PLPRD) representatives said that they would take care of the signage.  Supervisor Casper suggested that the Town Board should take control of what the signs should look like.  The Town Attorney had prepared a draft Ordinance related to the designation of an all-terrain vehicle route in the Town of Ottawa.  Section 1 of 7.09 (2) entitled All-Terrain Vehicle Route states:  SIGNAGE – Uniform all-terrain vehicle route signs shall be posted and maintained by the Town Highway Department.  The Town does not have a Highway Department, and the representatives from the PLPRD said that they would take care of the signs.  
Supervisor Jones made a motion to amend the wording in the proposed Ordinance 9-13A, Section 7.09 (2) to read “Signage will conform to state law”.  Supervisor Rupp seconded the motion.  Discussion followed, and Supervisor Rupp found information in the Wisconsin Administrative Code Section NR 64.12 (7) (d) which states:  “All-terrain vehicle route signing shall be done by or under the direction of and is the responsibility of the unit of government which designates the all-terrain vehicle route”.   Supervisor Jones amended his motion, and Supervisor agreed to it.  He made a motion to have the language in Section 7.09 (2) read “Signage in accordance with state laws”.  Supervisor Rupp seconded the motion and it carried.  Chairman Arrowood was opposed.  Supervisor Casper said that he will let the PLPRD know about the Board’s decision as he is the Town Board’s liaison to the Lake District.
Supervisor Jones made a motion to authorize the creation of Ordinance # 9-13A, an ordinance to create section 7.09 of the Town of Ottawa Municipal Code related to designation of an all-terrain vehicle route on Pretty Lake Road, East Pretty Lake Road, West Pretty Lake Road, and Cedar Circle, in the Town of Ottawa, with the condition that 7.09 (2) reads: “Signage in accordance with State laws”.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.  Supervisor Casper abstained from the vote.

The Town Engineer’s monthly report was reviewed. Some discussion followed regarding the 2013 road program.  Chairman Arrowood said that he and Supervisor Rupp had met with representatives from Ruekert and Mielke and Struck and Irwin at the Holland Farm Subdivision to discuss the work that had taken place there.  Subsequently, Ruekert and Mielke sent a letter to Struck and Irwin to inform them that the work they had just completed in Town was not done according to specifications.  We are awaiting a reply.  Chairman Arrowood added that next time, the Town will send out notification to all residents affected by road improvements.

Ken Connon’s request to have the Town Board create an ordinance whereby the Town would cut the grass in the yards of abandoned houses was addressed.  Mr. Connon was again absent from the meeting.  

Supervisor Goodchild said that he had gone to look at the property that was of concern to Mr. Connon. He said that the Town already had a noxious weed ordinance.  He read the ordinance aloud.  He did not see a need to create another ordinance.  Supervisor Casper said that Mr.  Connon’s request was to create an ordinance, but we already have one.  

Supervisor Jones made a motion to deny the request made by Ken Connon to create a new ordinance to allow the Town to cut grass at foreclosed/abandoned properties.  Supervisor Casper seconded the motion and it carried.

The Board again discussed the necessity of an ordinance regarding sex offender residency.   As the Town of Ottawa is still rather rural, the Board discussed the location of  proposed child safety zones.  Supervisor Casper asked if taking action on this proposed ordinance was an exercise in futility, as the Town of Ottawa has no apartments.  Supervisor Jones made a motion that no action be taken at this time, because he couldn’t come up with any reasonable level of risk at this time.  Supervisor Goodchild seconded the motion and said that he could not think of an area in the Town that would be at risk.  The motion carried.  Supervisor Casper was opposed.

During the update given earlier in the evening by Assistant Fire Chief Leonard, Chairman Arrowood explained how the Countywide Mutual Aid Agreement works.  Supervisor Goodchild said that it was set up for municipalities with public works departments.  He then made a motion to not approve the Countywide Mutual Aid Agreement as the Town of Ottawa does not have a DPW.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried,

Under announcements, Supervisor Jones mentioned that the Town Clerk had written him a letter and brought him up to speed with the cemetery software issues.  He said that he would look into it and he will investigate other cemetery software applications.
Chairman Arrowood announced that he had provided each of the Town Board members with a copy of a breakdown of home sales and foreclosures in Town that are considered when the state established equalized values.

There was no public comment.

Supervisor Jones made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held on August 12, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.

Supervisor Rupp made a motion to pay the bills as listed, in addition to checks that will be issued during the month for Lori Geyman’s payroll and tax withholdings, Cardmember Services, and John’s Disposal.  Additionally, the $124,580.82 that is due to Struck and Irwin, will be taken out of the designated road fund.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Casper and carried

Supervisor Goodchild made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rupp and carried.

Respectfully submitted, Melissa M. Klein, WCMC, Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Ottawa
This is a draft of the minutes, subject to Town Board approval.

